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CK Magazine is a bi-monthly publication of Christ the King 
Catholic Church in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. It is edited by 
Kelly Fanning, printed locally and provided free of charge to all 
parishioners. No commercial advertising is accepted.
Christ the King Catholic Church is part of the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City and is located at 8005 Dorset Dr. in Nichols Hills.

Dear Parishioners,
 Fifty years ago on September 16, 1962 
the current Christ the King Church building  
was formally dedicated. At that time it was very 
modern and forward thinking. For example the 
altar was designed so that the Mass could be 
celebrated on either side. At that time we still 
had the Mass of the Council of Trent, now called 
the "extraordinary form." The people of the 
parish made sure that many of the finest items 
and materials were used in the construction and 
finishing of the church. Over the last 50 years 

there have been thousands of Masses, weddings, 
funerals, confirmations, baptisms and confessions celebrated in this building. It 
was through the dedication and generosity of that generation that made Christ the 
King possible, and we are ever indebted to them.
 Over the years the physical plant of our parish has grown and changed. The 
school was enlarged and remodeled, the Parish Center and Atrium, and we have 
built a new junior high building on land purchased from Greystone Presbyterian 
Church. Throughout the history of our parish many people have given their time, 
talent, and treasure to make Christ the King the parish that it is today. It is now up 
to the current generation to take leadership, maintain what we have built, and keep 
our parish moving forward. The Church is by no means the building or physical 
plant. The Church is the living Body of Christ. However, for the Church to fulfill 
her mission and celebrate the Sacred Liturgy and other sacraments, buildings are 
necessary.
 I speak for all of us in thanking all of you who have done so much and 
worked so hard to make Christ the King what it is today. When I think of the 
pastors who have proceeded me, I am humbled by their great work and the 
legacies that they left behind. We have an awesome staff in the parish and the 
school to keep everything running smoothly, and several hundred volunteers work 
together to further the Mission of Jesus Christ on earth. As we officially celebrate 
our anniversary and dedicate our new facilities on November 11th with a special 
Mass celebrated by Archbishop Coakley, let us all give thanks to Almighty God for 
the blessings He has bestowed on us, and may we all continue to be the Body of 
Christ to one another and the world.
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Eva McKinley has played in the par-
ish bell choir for two decades. She 

has played at two weddings and one 
funeral. She loves the bell choir but 
is retiring because she no longer can 
stand comfortably for an hour at a time, 
which is one of the requirements of the 
job. The only other requirements are 
the ability to read music and a com-
mitment to the hour-long Wednesday 
evening rehearsals. Are you interested 
in being in the bell choir? Contact Bob 
Shull at 242-4513.

1953-1960
Rev. James F. Halpine

1958-1962
Rev. Charles J. Johnson

1959-1963
Rev. David L. Jones

1962-1963
Rev. Robert J. O'Brien

1963-1966
Rev. Lawrence Courtright

1963-1966
Rev. Joseph La Barge

1966-1968
Rev. Francis D. Colavechio

1966-1968
Rev. A. G. MacAulay

1968-1971
Rev. John A. Petuskey

1971-1973
Rev. Thomas R. Dowdell

1972-1974
Rev. Gary C. Aultz

1973-1978
Rev. James J. Mickus

1978-1981
Rev. Philip B. Creider

1978-1981
Rev. Thomas L. P. O'Toole

1981-1982
Rev. Mark Mason

1982-1983
Rev. John R. Metzinger

1982-1985
Rev. Victor J. Van De Walle

1983-1986
Rev. Joseph S. Vas

1986-1987
Rev. Joseph R. Ross

1987-1989
Rev. Duane D. Mallon

1989-1990
Rev. David A. Cowden

1990-1992
Rev. John D. Carl

1992-1995
Rev. James A. Goins

1995-2003
Rev. James Kastner

2003-2004
Rev. Joji Balasamy Nagineni

2004-2005
Rev. Francis Nguyen

Associate Pastors

Bell Ringer Retires

No one deserves more appreciation than the Pastors and Associate Pastors of 
Christ the King who have dedicated their lives in service to God, the Church, 

the mission of Christ on earth, and the people of our parish and school. May God 
bless the souls of those who have passed away, and may those who remain with 
us continue to feel His loving hand guiding their work. May He shine a light upon 
their paths and open their hearts and minds to the needs of their flock.

1949-1959
Rev. Charles Buswell

1960-1968
Rev. Charles F. Conley

1968-1978
Rev. Ernest A. Flusche

1978-1983
Rev. Clement E. Pribil

1983-1995
Rev. Gerald K. Mayfield

1995-2007
Rev. Joseph Ross

Pastors

2007-Present
Rev. Richard Stansberry

God Bless Our Parish Leaders
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Bernarda Sharkey is usually cropped out of the now-iconic photo on the cover of this issue of CK Magazine. She 
is the nun on the far right, clapping and tapping her foot as Sr. Monica hula hoops. The other nuns in the photo 
are (from left to right) Sr. Mary Pius, Sr. Mary David, Sr. Phyllis, Sr. Mary Joan, Sr. Mary Denise, Sr. Richard 
Marie, Sr. Philomena, and Sr. Ann Maureen.

The history of Christ the King Parish may not be lengthy, 
but there are some questions. For instance, some ac-

counts put the original purchase price of the vacant land 
at Elmhurst and Dorset at $5,000, while others state that it 
was $15,000. Some records indicate that the parish started 
with 120 families and others say 125. Such discrepancies, 
whether due to faulty memory or clerical inaccuracy are of 
little consequence. What is important to understand about 
the beginnings of Christ the King Parish is something that 
is still a fact to this day - ours is a parish of vision and pas-
sion, and fostering the gifts and talents of our youth is a top 
priority.
 When classes began at Christ the King School in Sep-
tember of 1949, they were held in a four-room house at 
2320 Elmwood in the Duffner Addition, because the class-
rooms at the newly-established Christ the King School 
were not ready. Grades 1 and 2 met in the living room, and 
grades 3 and 4 were instructed in the dining room. The 
nuns who taught, Sr. Mary Louis George and Sr. Mary Paul 
Sauber, lived in one of the bedrooms and had their office in 
the other. Michelin DeLier may not remember the specifics 
of her first day of school, but she remembers being proud 
to be a student at Christ the King.

 Michelin's father Jacques recalls that in those days 
when the church asked you to do something, you did it. 
There was no "thinking about it," no excuses. When Msgr. 
Buswell told Jacques's wife Barbara that the girls of Christ 
the King needed a volleyball team and asked her to coach 
it, her response was, "Yes." Then she went to the library 
to check out a book about volleyball. Barbara had never 
played volleyball and needed to know the rules to be able 
to coach the team! They were exciting times, those early 
years of Christ the King. The challenges were real, but pa-
rishioners were undaunted and Msgr. Charles Buswell had 
a clear vision of the future to guide them. Jacques DeLier 
says of Msgr. Buswell, "He was everywhere, a bell-ringer. It 
was as though he had a firecracker lit under him!"
 Msgr. Buswell continued to live at the rectory of Our 
Lady's Cathedral until the rectory at Christ the King was 
built in 1950.  By this time enrollment in the school had 
grown from the original 46 grade school students and 26 
kindergarteners to 135 students, nearly doubling in a sin-
gle year. This rapid growth necessitated an increase in the 
teaching staff, so a convent was completed to house the 
additional sisters and the first lay teacher, Lois Birge, was 
hired. Classrooms were added each year, funded by annual 

Christ the King, a Place of Vision & Passion
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carnivals, and soon Christ the King instructed 
students from kindergarten through 8th grade.
 Bernarda Sharkey recalls that Msgr. Bus-
well specifically wanted young nuns to teach 
the students, appreciating their energy, creativ-
ity, imagination, and love for the students. Early 
students recall that the nuns were serious and 
organized. In the early years of Christ the King 
School, the students had classes during the 
first week or so of school until noon, because 
the rest of the day was spent by the nuns visit-
ing each student's home. This enabled the sis-
ters to know their students on a deeper level 
and to discern where needs or talents might 
exist. 
 In the beginning no grading system was 
used. This progressive practice was soon 
abandoned and a standard A-B-C grading sys-
tem put into place. The teachers realized that 
without such a tool assessment of the students 
was impossible. Above all, the children's spiri-
tual and academic well-being was of primary importance.
 Our founding pastor was progressive and forward 
thinking, which was reflected in many of the activities Christ 
the King students enjoyed, including trips to the symphony, 
the zoo, and the historical society. Each classroom had its 
own library near the cloakroom. Reading was taught early 
in the curriculum, and Michelin DeLier recalls realizing even 
at the time that the education she received at Christ the 
King was superior. Students learned to read by sight and 
held regular spelling bees. When she moved with her family 
to Kansas in the 3rd grade, her teachers there were amazed 
at how well she read.
 The original chapel at Christ the King seated about 
150 worshipers and was too small to accomodate the funer-
al of the first parishioner to die, 55-year-old John Wilkinson 
on October 29, 1949. His funeral was held at Our Lady's. 

 Construction of a permanent church building was de-
layed in favor of school expansion. It was felt that any delay 
in bringing the school to completion would mean that op-
portunities to educate our children in the faith would be lost. 
The school was such a priority for the parish that it was 
not until 1962 that a permanent church building was con-
structed by Dennehy Constructors. Architects Bignell and 
Fischer designed the structure, which was quite modern at 
the time. 
 In the photo above you can see the original chapel 
during the dedication Mass on October 15, 1949. Bishop 
Eugene J. McGuinness presided, and Jacques DeLier and 
Jack Muse ushered. Women wore hats during Mass in 
those days, so knocking off hats with the usher's basket 
pole was a real hazzard in the small space.
 The first parish organization was the Altar Society in 

March of 1949. Mrs. Fred E. Woitchek was 
the first president. The Parent-Teacher Club 
was formed in 1952, and Mrs. Karl M. Hoe-
nig was the first chairperson. The club spon-
sored scouting and athletic programs for the 
school and provided funding for playground 
equipment. In the school's early years stu-
dents who did not live within walking distance 
could catch the school bus in Mayfair and in 
the Village. Otis and Noda Cross were the 
drivers.
 In the late 1950s John XXIII became pope 
and Msgr. Buswell was appointed Bishop 
of Pueblo, CO. Fr. Charles Conley became 
pastor in June of 1960 and brought with him 
the reputation of being a builder. By this time 
the school's enrollment was 482 students, 
and the congregation had outgrown its sec-
ond chapel, which seated 330.
 Our present church, seen just after com-
pletion in the photo to the left, seats more 
than 700 in 15,300 square feet. In the photo 
you can see that our beautiful stained glass 
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windows were not yet installed. Fr. John Walsh designed 
our stained glass windows, the hand-carved crucifix, the 
stations of the cross, the baptismal font, and the canopy 
over the altar. The windows were produced in Altadena, 
California from glass imported from Germany, and the 
baptismal font is made from Cassino Rose marble import-
ed from Italy. 
 The small crosses on the wall around the crucifix 
represent the twelve apostles. Our 95' tall bell tower is 
home to our church bells, named Victor (Reed), Eugene 
(McGuinness), and Francis (Kelley) for the first three 
bishops of the diocese. One mystery that remains about 
Christ the King Church is the altar relic. It has been sug-
gested that it is a part of the crown of thorns, but record of 
this is yet to be found.
 Fr. Ernest Flusche helped put Christ the King on bet-
ter financial footing in the late 1960s when he and the 
parish finance board consolidated the interest on church 
debt. He asked parishioners to lend the church enough 
money to pay off the interest, and these parishioners were 
repaid in installments without interest.
 Fr. Flusche also supported music at Christ the King, 
hiring music directors Vincent Verga and Arthur Bloomer. 
The choir during this time came into its own. Under Bar-
bara Massey the choir performed ambitious works such as 
Haydn's Lord Nelson Mass. John Balka was organist and 
music director in the early 1970s and enlarged the organ, 
making it one of the most beautiful in Oklahoma City. Lance 
Massey succeeded John Balka and began using profes-
sional cantors during Mass. The choir continued to inspire 
the congregation with outstanding performances such as 
Handel's Messiah.
 While improvements and changes continued at Christ 
the King, the next major construction effort came in the 
early 1980s. Under the leadership of Fr. Clement Pribil a 
Family Center was designed by Howard and Porch, Inc., 
and constructed by Charles M. Dunning Construction Com-
pany. The Family Center was dedicated on June 6, 1982 
by Archbishop Charles Salatka. The new facility provided 

much-needed meeting space, offices, and a gymnasium. 
For many years, the parish staff ate lunch together in the 
Family Center. An endowment fund to finance a director for 
the Family Center was incorporated into the financial cam-
paign. Richard Amend became Family Center Director in 
1981. He also served as part-time Youth Director and Se-
nior Adult Ministry Director before the Senior Adult Ministry 
became his full-time vocation.
 Fr. Pribil was diagnosed with an incurable malignancy 
at age 50. His illness and need for blood transfusions led to 
the establishment of a relationship between Christ the King 
and the Oklahoma Blood Institute. Regular blood drives at 
our parish have taken place since that time. Fr. Pribil died 
in 1983, leaving behind a deeply saddened congregation.
 Fr. Gerald Mayfield had the difficult job of restoring a 
sense of hope in the people of Christ the King. Under Fr. 
Mayfield's leadership and after several years of changing 
principals, James Weinmann was hired as principal in 1986, 
bringing stability and continuity to the school. Fr. Mayfield 
hired longtime music director John Dexter, who established 
a women's bell choir through the memorial contributions of 
Nancy Will and Yvonne Istre. During John Dexter's tenure 
our parish choir toured Italy, performing at St. Peter's Ba-
silica in Rome.
 Fr. Mayfield developed a close relationship with 
Greystone Presbyterian, establishing a joint program for 
caregivers called Daybreak and building a friendship bridge 
between our two properties. It is in part this close relation-
ship which lay the groundwork for our recent "Bridge to 
Greystone" campaign (which proved beneficial to both con-
gregations). Fr. Mayfield brought Bernarda Sharkey back to 
Christ the King as Director of Religious Education.
 Fr. Joseph Ross became pastor of Christ the King in 
1995, entering midstream into the "Step Into the Future" 
study of the needs of the parish. He had served as Associ-
ate Pastor in 1986-1987, but as pastor he was tasked with 
developing a master plan to address the needs. He said, 
"While we were thinking about stepping into the future, the 
future stepped into us" with increased pre-registration for 
future school classes. The parish's most ambitious building 
project to date was divided into three phases. Phase One 
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added eight classrooms to the school, allowing for two 
classrooms in each grade. Phase One was completed in 
August of 1998. Phase Two-A converted the four original 
classrooms and worship space into meeting rooms and 
new parish offices. Phase Two-B saw the construction 
of our beautiful Parish Center Atrium, which contains 
formal meeting spaces, a reception area, catering kitch-
en, a bride's room, choir room, food closet, and several 
rooms that serve as meeting space for programs. Phase 
Three replaced a wing of the school, adding a unified 
school entrance. "Building Christ the King" cost $7.2 mil-
lion. The school introduced departmentalized junior high 
instruction at this time, further defining Christ the King 
as a leader in Catholic education.
 Fr. Rick Stansberry, our current "fearless leader," 
came back home to Christ the King as pastor in 2007. 
He sang in our choir during high school. Fr. Rick has 
always been a liturgical "traditionalist" and remembers 
wanting the sanctus bells to be rung during the conse-
cration at the elevation. He remembers Fr. Pribil telling 
him, "When you become a priest, you can have the bells." 
The use of the bells fell out of practice after Vatican II, be-
cause the congregation could see and hear what was go-
ing on at Mass and no longer needed this "signal" to know 
when the consecration was taking place. However, the 
custom of ringing the sanctus bells is long-standing, hav-
ing been established probably during the 13th century. The 
bells serve a real purpose even today, calling attention to 
the consecration during Mass, bringing wandering minds 
back to focus on the sacrifice of the Mass with their beauti-
ful sound. Another bell that Fr. Rick brought to Christ the 
King hangs on the wall near the entrance into the church 
and is used to signal that the opening procession is about 
to begin.
 This fall we will experience a special season of cele-
bration, beginning with the anniversary of the dedication of 
our church building, continuing with the construction of our 
parish's second Habitat for Humanity home, and culminat-
ing in the dedication of our new junior high building. Among 
the many gifts Fr. Rick has brought to our parish is a vision-
ary spirit that harkens back to that of Bishop Buswell. While 
our school had recently been expanded and many of the 

facilities improved, the burgeoning student body demanded 
more efficient use of space. When Fr. Rick heard that the 
congregation of Greystone Presbyterian had dwindled to 
the point that they felt the need to move to an area of great-
er exposure and growth, he responded with the prayer that 
their needs and our needs could be met with mutual benefit 
and that the children, faculty, and staffs of Little Red School 
House and Christ the King School would be blessed in the 
course of realizing a solution that would meet everyone's 
needs.
 The "Bridge to Greystone" campaign was conceived, 
and an army of Bridge Builders recruited. The campaign 
team worked tirelessly to help our parish and school raise 
$5 million to be paid in one-time donations and pledges 
over five years. We owe a special debt of gratitude to 
Donna Bozalis, Barbara Brou, Phil Fitzgerald, Molly Fritch, 
Gary Gatewood, Bev Kanaly, Steve Lilly, Judy Love, Steve 
Mason, Jim Milner, Chris Pierce, Patty Ruffin, Bob Samis, 
John Slay, and Chris Wilson, along with the 833 individuals 
who have contributed funds needed to reach our goal.
 Our beautiful new junior high building was completed 
in time for school to begin in August and the landscaping, 
parking, and playgrounds are soon to be finished. Though 

the campaign and construction have not been easy, 
the fact it was worthwhile struck everyone present on 
the first day of classes when our junior high students 
entered the building for the first time. Even Fr. Rick, 
who fancies himself a stoic, got misty-eyed at the reac-
tions of the students and their chorus of "Oh, wow!"
 Everyone will have the opportunity to see  the new ju-
nior high building during our upcoming parish picnic on 
Sunday, September 23rd. Be sure to experience first-
hand the wonderful atmosphere of learning that has 
been created through the vision of our parish leaders, 
the generosity of many donors, the dedication of our 
top-notch faculty and staff, and the enthusiasm of our 
students. May God bless our institution with a spirit of 
wisdom and continued generosity, as we celebrate our 
most recent milestone and look to the future of Christ 
the King for generations to come.
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November 3rd

at the stunning new

DEVON TOWER

Tickets: $75 each

Walk the Red Carpet at CK School's

Sponsorship Levels
Executive Producer: $1,500+
  • Full table with 10 tickets to the event
  • Premium seating, 2 bottles of champagne, swag bags for 10
  • Recognition in the program, full-page ad in the auction book, signage at event
  • Logo on the lock-in t-shirt

Screen Writer: $1,000-$1,499
  • Reserved seating and 6 tickets to the event
  • Recognition in the program, ½-page ad in the auction book, signage at event

Cinematographer: $750-$999
  • Reserved seating and 4 tickets to the event
  • Recognition in the program, ¼-page ad in the auction book, signage at event

Key Grip: $500-$749
  • Reserved seating and 2 tickets to the event
  • Recognition in the program, business card ad in the auction book, signage at event

Advertising Only
Full page: $150
Half page: $75

Quarter page: $50

Devon Energy Center Tower
is located at 333 West Sheridan in Downtown OKC

KNIGHT
AT THE

OSCARS
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Classics returning to the silver screen:
● Lock-ins for all ages!
● A fabulous cabinet system
● Parking spaces
● Name the gym
● Name the playgrounds
● Name the front drive
● Landscaping master plan
● Birthdays on the school marquee
● US Navy flight simulator experience for up to 10 kids at Tinker AFB
● Principal for a day
● Premium seating at First Communion, Christmas, Easter and 8th Grade Graduation
● Much, much more!

New stars sure to steal the show:
● "Buy It Now" option...avoid the hassle of competition for select items
● Gift card pull
● More sign-up party options than ever!
● Reverse raffle

Evening Line-up
6:00 p.m....Doors Open, Silent Auction Begins

7:00 p.m....Signature Buffet Dinner

8:30 p.m....Silent Auction Closes

8:45 p.m....Live Auction Begins

Raffle Drawing Follows

To make reservations, sponsor the auction or advertise at Knight at the Oscars, please make 
checks payable to CTK PTO and contact Jenni Butch c/o Christ the King Church, 8005 Dorset 
Drive, Oklahoma City, OK 73120 no later than October 12th. Questions? Email jenni@ckokc.org.

And the award goes to . . .
CHRIST THE KING SCHOOL!
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Death
&Taxes

"'In this world nothing can be said to be certain, except death and taxes."
Benjamin Franklin

Do you have a will? A will is critical 
for the distribution of your estate 

according to your wishes. Through a 
will you can ensure the financial secu-
rity of your surviving spouse, children, 
and other family members. A will also 
offers a variety of creative ways for you 
to leave a legacy to help ensure the 
continued financial health of your par-
ish and school. 
 As Christian stewards, we share 
the responsibiity of making our Church, 
its parishes and organizations true 
communities of faith and vibrant sourc-
es of service to the larger community. 
This includes providing financial sup-
port for today's needs and building a 
firm financial foundation for tomorrow. 
Through a gift from your estate you can 
help ensure that the Church can meet 
the spiritual needs of generations to 
come.
 The Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City, the Catholic Foundation of Okla-

homa, and Catholic Charities are spon-
soring Wills and Trusts Week 2012, 
and Christ the King will host an evening 
of information about estate planning 
and end-of-life decisions on Monday, 
October 15th from 7-9pm in the Parish 
Center Atrium. Parishioners Amy Sine 
and Jerry Kelley will be present to share 
ideas and answer questions you have 
about preparing or amending a will or 
trust. Fr. Rick encourages parishioners 
to participate. Our ability to live as an 
active, faith-filled parish family today is 
rooted in the dedicated generosity of 
those who have gone before us. 
 Few indeed are those who are 
eager to  discuss end-of-life issues. 
The consideration of our own mortal-
ity that is necessary to address end-
of-life issues is uncomfortable. Most 
people find the topic of death unpleas-
ant if not impolite. Because of this, we 
rarely together as a community to talk 
about how best to prepare our estates. 

Planned giving not only benefits the 
Church, but it also provides substan-
tial tax benefits to the giver. There are 
many ways to contribute to Christ the 
King Church, CK School, the Archdio-
cese or other Catholic organizations. 
 We invite you to join us on Octo-
ber 15th to learn four ways to add your 
Catholic values to your estate plan. 
The Catholic Foundation's mission is 
to build a culture where all practicing 
Catholics leave a charitable gift to the 
Church when they die. Christ the King 
formally requests that you remember 
the Catholic Church and your parish in 
your will.
 If you are unable to attend the 
Evening of Wills and Trusts at Christ 
the King but wish to learn more about 
how you can support Christ the King in 
perpetuity, please contact CK parish-
ioner Barney Semtner at The Catholic 
Foundation at (405) 721-4115.

"If you sow sparsely you will reap sparsely as well - and if you sow generously you 
will reap generously as well. Each one of you should give as much as you decide 
on your own, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver."

2 Corinthans 9:6-7
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Helping us during the Evening of 
Wills and Trusts at 7pm on October 

15th will be two attorneys from Christ 
the King, Amy Sine and Jerry Kelley.
 Amy Sine, a partner with the law 
firm of Hartzog Conger Cason & Nev-
ille, helps her clients with estate plan-
ning, estate taxation and administra-
tion, probate and guardianships, and 
tax-exempt issues. She is a Fellow of 
the American College of Trust and Es-
tate Counsel, is listed in Best Lawyers 
in America, and has been named one 
of the Top 25 Women Oklahoma Super 
Lawyers from 2006 to 2011. Amy has 
served as Chair of the Estate Planning, 
Probate and Trust Section of the Okla-
homa Bar Association and as President 
of the Oklahoma City Estate Planning 
Council. Amy received her B.B.A. in Ac-
counting Summa Cum Laude and her 

B.A. in Economics from the University 
of Oklahoma, and graduated Order of 
the Coif with a J.D. from Vanderbilt Uni-
versity School of Law. Amy, her hus-
band David, and their three daughters, 
Meg, Kate and Beth, are longtime pa-
rishioners of Christ the King.
 Gerald E. Kelley is the manager 
and sole member of Gerald E. Kelley 
LLC in Oklahoma City. He received his 
Bachelor of Arts degree in 1974 and his 
Juris Doctorate degree in 1977 from 
the University of Oklahoma. Mr. Kelley 
has practiced probate law for 34 years. 
He and his wife Ellen have been Christ 
the King parishioners since 1984.
 Are you an attorney, accountant, 
financial planner, or trust officer? The 
Catholic Foundation invites you to at-
tend their 2012 Estate Planning Course 
at the Pastoral Center on Friday, Oc-

tober 26th from 8am-12pm. The cost is 
$50/person in advance or $75/person 
at the door. The course will be pre-
sented by Mr. Charles D. "Skip" Fox 
IV of Charlottesville, Virginia, and is 
approved for four hours of MCLE and 
CFP credit. Register online at www.
cfook.org, or call (405) 721-4115 for 
more information.

Attorneys, Accountants, Financial Planners, Trust Officers

“Preparing for death is one of the most empowering things 
you can do. Thinking about death clarifies your life.”

Candy Chang

Bishop Buswell Society
And His Kingdom Shall Have No End

Have you already designated Christ 
the King in your will? The Bishop 

Buswell Society is composed of indi-
viduals who have provided for Christ 
the King Church or School in their es-
tate plan. Members are dedicated to an 
ever brighter future for their parish and 

school for future generations.
 In providing bequests or estab-
lishing trusts, you are always encour-
aged to use an attorney or other finan-
cial advisor. Christ the King and the 
Catholic Foundation of Oklahoma wel-
come the opportunity to work with you 

and your advisor in planning your gift.
 Our pastor Fr. Rick Stansberry is 
the charter member of the Bishop Bus-
well Society. Membership is offered to 
those who remember Christ the King 
Church or School in any of the follow-
ing ways:

Include the church or school in a will or in a codicil to a will as a 
beneficiary or contingent beneficiary.

✦

Enter into an agreement with the church or school to purchase 
a Gift Annuity, an Annuity Trust, Unitrust, or other form of a life 
income contract.

✦

Include the church or school as a beneficiary or contingent ben-
eficiary in a life insurance policy or make the church or school 
the owner of a life insurance policy.

✦

We sincerely wish to publicly recognize 
and honor those who have remem-
bered Christ the King through estate-
related gifts by inscribing their names 
on our Bishop Buswell Society plaque; 
however, if you prefer not to be recog-
nized publicly, your membership in the 

Society will be held in strict confidence. 
Members of the Bishop Buswell Soci-
ety will be remembered during a Mass 
in the Easter Season.
 The Bishop Buswell Society is 
named for our parish founder whose vi-
sion of the future inspired the first gen-

eration of parishioners to build a church 
and school through ceaseless giving of 
themselves and their resources. May 
his forward-looking spirit remain with us 
and his deep love of Christ the King be 
echoed in our own hearts and through 
the halls of our parish and school.
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Apostolic Letter

"Motu Proprio Data"

PORTA FIDEI
of the Supreme Pontiff 

Benedict XVI
For the Indiction of the Year of Faith

1.  The "door of faith" (Acts 14:27) is alway open 
for us, ushering us into the life of communion 
with God and offering entry into his Church. It is 
possible to cross that threshold when the word 
of God is proclaimed and the heart allows itself 
to be shaped by transforming grace. To enter 
through that door is to set out on a journey that 
lasts a lifetime. It begins with baptism (cf. Rom 
6:4), through which we can address God as 
Father, and it ends with the passage through 
death to eternal life, fruit of the resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus, whose will it was, by the gift of 
the Holy Spirit, to draw those who believe in him 
into his own glory (cf. Jn 17:22). To profess faith 
in the Trinity — Father, Son and Holy Spirit — is 
to believe in one God who is Love (cf. 1 Jn 4:8): 
the Father, who in the fullness of time sent his 
Son for our salvation; Jesus Christ, who in the 
mystery of his death and resurrection redeemed 
the world; the Holy Spirit, who leads the Church 
across the centuries as we await the Lord's 
glorious return.

2.  Ever since the start of my ministry as 
Successor of Peter, I have spoken of the need 
to rediscover the journey of faith so as to shed 
ever clearer light on the joy and renewed 
enthusiasm of the encounter with Christ. During 
the homily at the Mass marking the inauguration 
of my pontificate I said: "The Church as a whole 
and all her Pastors, like Christ, must set out to 
lead people out of the desert, towards the place 
of life, towards friendship with the Son of God, 
towards the One who gives us life, and life in 
abundance."1 It often happens that Christians 
are more concerned for the social, cultural and 
political consequences of their commitment, 
continuing to think of the faith as a self-evident 
presupposition for life in society. In reality, 
not only can this presupposition no longer be 
taken for granted, but it is often openly denied.2 

Whereas in the past it was possible to recognize 
a unitary cultural matrix, broadly accepted in its 
appeal to the content of the faith and the values 
inspired by it, today this no longer seems to be 
the case in large swathes of society, because of 
a profound crisis of faith that has affected many 
people.

3.  We cannot accept that salt should become 
tasteless or the light be kept hidden (cf. Mt 5:13-
16). The people of today can still experience 
the need to go to the well, like the Samaritan 
woman, in order to hear Jesus, who invites us 
to believe in him and to draw upon the source of 
living water welling up within him (cf. Jn 4:14). 
We must rediscover a taste for feeding ourselves 
on the word of God, faithfully handed down by 
the Church, and on the bread of life, offered 
as sustenance for his disciples (cf. Jn 6:51). 
Indeed, the teaching of Jesus still resounds in 
our day with the same power: "Do not labour for 
the food which perishes, but for the food which 
endures to eternal life" (Jn 6:27). The question 
posed by his listeners is the same that we ask 
today: "What must we do, to be doing the works 
of God?" (Jn 6:28). We know Jesus' reply: "This 
is the work of God, that you believe in him whom 
he has sent" (Jn 6:29). Belief in Jesus Christ, 
then, is the way to arrive definitively at salvation.

4.  In the light of all this, I have decided to 
announce a Year of Faith. It will begin on 11 
October 2012, the fiftieth anniversary of the 
opening of the Second Vatican Council, and 
it will end on the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, Universal King, on 24 November 2013. 
The starting date of 11 October 2012 also marks 
the twentieth anniversary of the publication of 
the Catechism of the Catholic Church, a text 
promulgated by my Predecessor, Blessed 
John Paul II,3 with a view to illustrating for 

all the faithful the power and beauty of the 
faith. This document, an authentic fruit of the 
Second Vatican Council, was requested by the 
Extraordinary Synod of Bishops in 1985 as an 
instrument at the service of catechesis4 and 
it was produced in collaboration with all the 
bishops of the Catholic Church. Moreover, the 
theme of the General Assembly of the Synod of 
Bishops that I have convoked for October 2012 
is "The New Evangelization for the Transmission 
of the Christian Faith." This will be a good 
opportunity to usher the whole Church into a 
time of particular reflection and rediscovery of 
the faith. It is not the first time that the Church 
has been called to celebrate a Year of Faith. My 
venerable Predecessor the Servant of God Paul 
VI announced one in 1967 to commemorate the 
martyrdom of Saints Peter and Paul on the 19th 
centenary of their supreme act of witness. He 
thought of it as a solemn moment for the whole 
Church to make "an authentic and sincere 
profession of the same faith"; moreover, he 
wanted this to be confirmed in a way that was 
"individual and collective, free and conscious, 
inward and outward, humble and frank."5 He 
thought that in this way the whole Church could 
rappropriate "exact knowledge of the faith, so as 
to reinvigorate it, purify it, confirm it, and confess 
it."6 The great upheavals of that year made 
even more evident the need for a celebration 
of this kind. It concluded with the Credo of the 
People of God,7 intended to show how much 
the essential content that for centuries has 
formed the heritage of all believers needs to be 
confirmed, understood and explored ever anew, 
so as to bear consistent witness in historical 
circumstances very different from those of the 
past.

[1] Homily for the beginning of the Petrine Ministry of the Bishop of Rome (24 April 2005): AAS 97 (2005), 710.
[2] Cf. Benedict XVI, Homily at Holy Mass in Lisbon’s “Terreiro do Paço” (11 May 2010): Insegnamenti VI:1 (2010), 673.
[3] Cf. John Paul II, Apostolic Constitution Fidei Depositum (11 October 1992): AAS 86 (1994), 113-118.
[4] Cf. Final Report of the Second Extraordinary Synod of Bishops (7 December 1985), II, B, a, 4 in Enchiridion Vaticanum, ix, n. 1797.
[5] Paul VI, Apostolic Exhortation Petrum et Paulum Apostolos on the XIX centenary of the martyrdom of Saints Peter and Paul (22 February 1967): AAS 59 (1967), 196.
[6] Ibid., 198.
[7] Paul VI, Credo of the People of God, cf. Homily at Mass on the XIX centenary of the martyrdom of Saints Peter and Paul at the conclusion of the “Year of Faith” (30 June 1968): AAS 
60 (1968), 433-445.

A link to "Motu Proprio Data" in its entirity 
may be found at www.ckokc.org. The rest of 
Pope Benedict XVI's apostolic letter will be 
printed in installments in the Sunday bulletin.
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I remember being a 7th grader, sitting 
in a pew with my family, listening to 

Fr. Joe Uhen talk about his parish in 
Piura, Peru.  Hearing about children 
not having toys and families not 
having food touched my heart.  It 
wasn’t uncommon to see the Feed 
the Children advertisements on TV or 
other nonprofits reaching out on behalf 
of children in poverty, but this was 
different.  Fr. Joe was from our parish, 
and I was hearing about his mission 
in person, not through the media. His 
mission was reality to those of us at 
Christ the King. Little did I know how 
this mission would not only change my 
life but the lives of many parishioners at 
Christ the King Catholic Church.
 I was moved to hear that families 
had to share food from one bowl and 
spoon. Pots and pans needed for 
cooking, cleaning and holding water 
were also in short supply. As I learned 
more about the conditions in Peru, I 

felt called to collect kitchen supplies 
for my Girl Scout Gold Award project. I 
invited my Christ the King family to help 
with the project, and 68 boxes of pots, 
pans, and other kitchen utensils were 
collected and shipped to Peru. 
 I went to Peru for the first time 
in 2000 at age 16. St. John the 
Baptist Catholic Church was the 
only parish involved in the Family-to-
Family ministry at the time, and they 
included me on their youth group trip. 
I will never forget the day I arrived in 
Piura. The outpouring of love from the 
parishioners of Santissimo Sacramento 
was overwhelming.  Families greeted 
us at the parish with welcome signs 
and pictures of their adopted American 
families. We built houses and chapels, 
ran a vacation Bible school in a small 

village, prepared and served food in 
a soup kitchen, visited elementary 
schools, and played soccer in the village 
with the kids. To my surprise, I had the 
opportunity to go into the villages and 
distribute the kitchen supplies that 
were shipped to Peru. We were also 
invited into the homes of some of the 
families to enjoy a meal prepared and 
served with their new kitchen items. 
Most importantly, we celebrated the 
Eucharist with our Peruvian brothers 
and sisters.
 Upon my return from Peru, Fr. 
Ross and I met to consider how Christ 
the King could become involved in the 
ministry to serve the poor in Piura. The 
following summer our church sent 15 
missionaries to Peru. This first group 
trip had a very personal significance 
for my family. My dad and Jeffrey, my 
brother, met Chayanne, a young boy I 
had met the previous year. Jeffrey could 
never remember Chayanne’s name, 
and since he always wore a Pepsi 
shirt he was nicknamed Pepsi. This 
group trip also led to the beginning of 
the Family-to-Family program at Christ 
the King, a ministry that would grow 
to include more than 300 sponsors. I 
traveled to Peru eight times and was 
warmly welcomed into many of the 
Family-to-Family program homes.
 Each mission trip brought a mix 
of new and returning missionaries with 
unique personalities and gifts to share 
with the Peruvian people. Some of my 
most memorable experiences include: 
the many fiestas and opportunities to 
dance, the living nativity at Christmas 
and watching live sheep being brought 

up to the altar during Mass, building the 
Christ the King school and playground, 
the love of the kids at the orphanages 
and wanting to take home every single 
one of them, going into elementary 
schools and seeing with my own 
eyes the lack of teacher resources 
but yet the enthusiasm for learning, 
celebrating the Eucharist in the 
middle of a village on sand roads with 
villagers bringing chairs out from their 
own houses, visiting the many Christ 
the King adopted families, spending 
the night in a village home and being 
awakened by cows and the rooster, 
handing out clothing to hundreds of 
women, sharing this experience with 
other people from my Christ the King 
community, and building relationships 
that were founded on serving Christ 
together amongst the poorest of the 
poor in Piura.  
 Many times over the years, I have 
been asked if we go there to convert 
people to Catholicism. My response is 
that the people of Peru teach us how to 
trust in God. They have nothing in the 
way of material goods, but they have 
what is most important — they have 
God. They don’t have all the things 
we have that get in the way of our 
relationship with God. As missionaries, 
we bring them hope. We let Christ work 
through our hands to build houses 
and chapels for worship and distribute 
clothes and food. Christ uses our ears 
to listen to their needs and also the 
many blessings they share with us. Our 
mouths are used to smile and speak 
encouraging words, and Christ uses 
our hearts to be open to a new world 
and to His working through us. 

Bringing Peru Home to CK
Brittany Riesenberg Recalls Peru Mission Beginnings at CK

Brittany Riesenberg with Peruvian friends. Her 
arm is around her brother Chayanne a/k/a "Pepsi."

The church Christ the King helped to build
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Christ the King Cruises Alaska's Inner Passage
Plan Now to Beat the Heat Next Year!

Plan ahead and beat the heat next year by joining Fr. 
Rick on a cruise to Alaska August 30-Sept. 6, 2013! 

The group will cruise the inside passage of Alaska and is 
sure to have a wonderful time. Fr. Rick plans to offer Mass 
daily, and there will be plenty of opportunities for confes-
sion. Ports of call: Seattle, Juneau, Skagway, Tracey Arm 
Fjord, Ketchikan, and Vancouver. The cost of the cruise is 
from $1,075/person, double occupancy for an inside cab-
in, to $1,299/person, double occupancy for a Category G1 
ocean view cabin. These rates include airport transfers in 
Seattle and Vancouver, the cruise itself, port taxes, fees, 
meals aboard ship, and gratuities for the cabin steward, 
waiter and assistant waiter. Not included are airfare, sodas 
and liquor, and shore excursions. Passport is required. 
Questions? Contact Pam Cullen at 842-1483. To book 
your cruise, contact Brenda Kelly at 463-5811.

If you have never made homemade 
ice cream but want to vie for the 

coveted Golden Scoop Award at our 
parish picnice on Saturday, September 
23rd, give this recipe a try. Just be 
careful of the flavorings you add!

Ice Cream
(recipe by Jean Whitmarsh)

7 eggs
2 C sugar
½ C water
2 tall cans Pet milk
½ pint heavy whipping cream
whole milk

 Beat eggs in large bowl of electric 
mixer until frothy. Boil sugar and water 
together until dissolved. Slowly pour 
into eggs, mixing constantly. Mix 5 
minutes. Add Pet milk, cream and 
enough whole milk to fill a gallon. Add 
flavoring. Freeze in home freezer.

Suggested flavorings:
 • 3 oz. bourbon or rum
 • 1½ oz. lemon extract  
    plus 1 oz. vanilla extract
 • 2 oz. vanilla extract

Recipes
from the Archives

Parish Picnic September 23

Come celebrate the anniversary of the dedication of our church building at our 
annual parish picnic on Sunday, September 23, 2012. The fun will begin at 

5pm, when the new junior high building will be open for self-guided tours. The 
homemade ice cream contest will be judged and the Golden Scoop Award con-
ferred by Fr. Rick at 5:30pm. Hamburgers and hot dogs will be served at 6pm. 
Bring a dessert to share, and plan on coming, rain or shine. We will have Bingo, 
an anniversary cake, and the Chicken Dance! Want to help? Volunteers should 
arrive at 4:30pm to lend a hand.

In honor of the many milestones we are celebrating 
this fall, Christ the King is offering beautiful blown 

glass Christmas ornaments for $25 each. Watch the 
Sunday bulletin and listen for Fr. Rick's announce-
ment about how to purchase your parish Christmas 
ornament.

Parish Ornament

Coffee & Catholicism

Coffee & Catholicism, an informal gathering between the 
10am and 12:15pm Masses, will begin on October 14th. 

All parishioners who are interested in discussing Catholi-
cism are invited. Meetings will take place in Room 114, and 
childcare is available. Questions? Contact DRE Jenni Butch 
at 242-4522 or jenni@ckokc.org.

†

Sign up for a GATHER group today! Sessions begin the week 
of September 30th and meet for six weeks. Most groups 

meet in private homes. Groups which meet at Christ the King 
will have childcare available. Check the sign-up boards in the 
Mayfield Foyer for a group that fits your schedule. Questions? 
Contact the RE Office at 843-4766 or cindy@ckokc.org.

Time to Gather
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September 2012
 Mon 3 Labor Day Holiday - parish office closed - Mass at 9am
 Tue 4 PTO Board meeting at 6pm in Room 114
  Junior High Youth Group parent meeting at 6:30pm in the Youth Room
  Knights of Columbus meeting at 7pm in LL7/9
 Wed 5 Faculty Meeting at 3pm in Room 114 
 Sat 8 GATHER Sign-Up begins after all Masses this weekend
 Mon 10 Senior Adult Ministry potluck luncheon at noon in the Parish Center Atrium 
  St. Lawrence Ministry meeting at 5pm in Room 114
 Tue 11 Young Adults at 7pm in the Board Room
 Thur 13 CK Moms at Lunch at 11:30am in the Parish Center Atrium
 Sat 15 Work begins on the Dedication Anniversary Habitat for Humanity Home Build
  Day of Reflection for Eucharistic Ministers at 9am in the Formal Room
  Cub Scout popcorn sale begins
 Sun 16 Baptismal Seminar at 4pm in the Fireplace Room
  Chamber Music Society board meeting at 4pm in Room 114
 Mon 17 Rosary Makers at 1pm in LL7/9
 Wed 19 Study of Acts of the Apostles begins at 1pm and 6:45pm in the Formal Room
  Faculty meeting at 3pm in Room 114
 Fri 21 Youth Group 5th Quarter Party after the BMCHS game in the CK Youth Room
 Sun 23 1st Reconciliation parent meeting at 11:30am in the Formal Room
  Bible Timeline series begins at 1:30pm in Room 114
  Parish Picnic at 5pm
 Mon 24 St. Lawrence Ministry group meeting at 5pm in Room 114
  Knights of Columbus Officers meeting at 7pm in LL7/9
  Divorce and Beyond series begins at 7:30pm in the Fireplace Room
 Tue 25 Regional Food Bank volunteers lunch at 11:30am - volunteer shift begins at 1pm
 Thur 27 Theology on Tap at 8pm at Belle Isle Brewery in 50 Penn Place
 Sun 30 GATHER sessions begin this week

October 2012
 Mon 1 Flu & pneumonia shots available at 11am in the Mayfield Foyer
  Senior Adult Ministry potluck luncheon at noon in the Parish Center Atrium
 Tue 2 PTO Board meeting at 6pm in Room 114
  Junior High Youth Group parent meeting at 6:30pm in the Youth Room
 Wed 3 Faculty meeting at 3pm in Room 114
 Fri 5 Youth Group 5th Quarter Party after the BMCHS Game in the CK Youth Room
 Sun 7 Flu & pneumonia shots available at 9am in the Mayfield Foyer
  Knights of Columbus Birth Choice Walk for Life at 1pm in Wiley Post Park
 Mon 8 St. Lawrence Ministry meeting at 5pm in Room 114
  Knights of Columbus meeting at 7pm in LL7/9
 Tue 9 Young Adults at 7pm in the Board Room
 Wed 10 C.H.A.T. at 7pm in LL1
 Thur 11 CK Moms at Lunch at 11:30am in the Parish Center Atrium
 Sun 14 Coffee & Catholicism begins following the 10am Mass in Room 114
  Gryphon Trio chamber music concert at 4pm in the Church (reception follows)
 Mon 15 Rosary Makers at 1pm in Room 114
 Wed 17 Faculty meeting at 3pm in Room 114
 Sun 21 New member welcome reception at 3pm in the Rectory
 Mon 22 St. Lawrence Ministry meeting at 5pm in Room 114
 Thur 25 Theology on Tap at 8pm at Belle Isle Brewery in 50 Penn Place
 Fri 26 Youth Group 5th Quarter Party after the BMCHS Game in the CK Youth Room
 Sun 28 Lector training at 1:30pm in the Church
  Trunk or Treat at 5pm in the school's south parking lot on Elmhurst
 Mon 29 Knights of Columbus Officers meeting at 7pm in LL7/9
 Tue 30 Regional Food Bank volunteers lunch at 11:30am - volunteer shift begins at 1pm
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Christ the King Catholic Church is located one 
block north of Wilshire, halfway between May 
and Penn in Nichols Hills

WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday at 5:00 pm

Sunday at 8:00 am, 10:00 am and 12:15 pm

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday-Friday at 6:30 am

(On Thursdays during school Mass is at 8:15 am)

CONFESSIONS
Saturday from 3:30pm-4:15 pm

PARISH 
 Website www.ckokc.org
 Office 405-842-1481
 RE Office 405-843-4766
 SAM Office 405-842-1483
 Prayer Line 405-242-4531
 Youth Office 405-242-4533
 Fax 405-843-0539

SCHOOL
 Website www.ckschool.com
 Office 405-843-3909
 Fax 405-843-6519


